
OLNEY HIGH SCHOOL 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

English I 
Grade Placement: 9  
Recommended Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course consists of a study of grammar, parts of speech, usage, sentence structure, 
listening/speaking, and writing skills.  Students will prepare for TAKS through spelling, 
vocabulary work, and persuasive writing emphasis.  The study of literature includes all 
genres.  Students will be given an introduction to library facilities.  Study skills and time 
management will also be reviewed. 
 
English II 
Grade Placement: 10 
Recommended Prerequisite: English I
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course consists of a review of grammar skills, composition with emphasis on 
persuasive writing, spelling, viewing/listening/speaking skills, and vocabulary for SAT 
preparation. TAKS reading and writing objectives will be reviewed and practiced.  All 
literary genres will be included.  Students will be required to complete a research project. 
 
English III 
Grade Placement: 11 
Recommended Prerequisite: English II
 Cre
dit: 1 
The course includes vocabulary building, listening skills, grammar, reading and analysis 
of American literature, and composition.  Students will be expected to write various types 
of essays with an emphasis on organization and logic.  Literary and analysis skills are 
developed through the study of American short stories, plays, poetry, and novels.  
Students are also exposed to information useful in career planning and job interview 
preparation.  A research paper will be required and based on an American author and 
analysis of his works, or based upon career investigation. 
 
English IV 
Grade Placement: 12 
Recommended Prerequisite: English III
 Cre
dit: 1 
A survey of British literature includes the study of various works from literary time periods 
as well as in-depth study of novels, poems, and plays.  Various forms of essays 
emphasize organization, formal writing techniques, clarity of expression, and analysis 
skills.  Vocabulary, listening, and speaking skills are also developed.  A research paper 
will be required. 
 
Practical Writing 
Grade Placement:  12 



Prerequisite:  English III
 Cre
dit:  1 
A practical English writing course that is designed for seniors on the minimum graduation 
plan. 
 
Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) 
 
Pre-AP English I  
Grade Placement: 9  
Recommended Prerequisite: Strong English skills
 Cre
dit: 1 
These courses are college preparatory and designed for the accelerated students in 
English.  Students and parents will be required to sign a contract of commitment for a 
summer reading list, intense class studies, homework and projects.  Strict grading criteria 
will be announced and observed by instructors.  The objective of the course is to prepare 
students for AP classes while meeting all state requirements for grade level. 
Literature: stress upon interpretation, criticism/evaluation (classical and modern 
selections – some of which have mature content) 
Writing: expository, creative, and persuasive 
 



Pre –AP English II 
Grade Placement: 10  
Recommended Prerequisite: Strong English skills
 Cre
dit: 1 
These courses are college preparatory and designed for the accelerated students in 
English.  Students and parents will be required to sign a contract of commitment for a 
summer reading list, intense class studies, homework and projects.  Strict grading criteria 
will be announced and observed by instructors.  The objective of the course is to prepare 
students for AP classes while meeting all state requirements for grade level. 
Literature: stress upon interpretation, criticism/evaluation (classical and modern 
selections – some of which have mature content) 
Writing: expository, creative, and persuasive 
 
Pre-AP Placement English III 
Grade Placement: 11 
Recommended Prerequisite: Pre-AP English I & II
 Cre
dit: 1 
These courses are college preparatory and designed for the accelerated students in 
English.  Students and parents will be required to sign a contract of commitment for a 
summer reading list, intense class studies, homework and projects.  Strict grading criteria 
will be announced and observed by instructors.  The objective of the course is to prepare 
students for AP classes while meeting all state requirements for grade level. 
Literature: stress upon interpretation, criticism/evaluation (classical and modern 
selections – some of which have mature content) 
Writing: expository, creative, and persuasive 
 
Advanced Placement English IV 
Grade Placement: 12 
Recommended Prerequisite:  Pre-AP English III
 Cre
dit: 1 
The College Board Certified course is designed for students demonstrating excellence in 
English classes.  It is a cooperative educational endeavor between secondary schools 
and colleges and universities.  The course is comprised of college level material, and 
students may choose to take an AP exam at the end of the course that may be 
recognized by colleges for credit.  This course concentrates on critical reading and 
analytical thinking.  Primary emphasis will be on American/British Literature that will meet 
state requirements for grade level. 
Literature: critical analysis of genres 
Writing: analytical, expository 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Algebra I 
Grade Placement: 9 
Recommended Prerequisite:  None
 Cre
dit: 1 
The course studies algebraic concepts of equations and inequalities.  Logical solution of 
problems using unknowns is the primary function of Algebra 1.  On successful completion 
of Algebra 1, students will be recommended to enroll in Geometry. 
 
Geometry 
Grade Placement: 9 or 10 



Prerequisite: Alg. I
 Cre
dit: 1 
The first section of Geometry is based upon logical thinking and various principles of 
polygons.  The student is expected to be able to “prove” relationships between two 
geometrical figures.  The second section is devoted to the study of similar polygons, 
circles the construction of various geometric figures and the use of Algebra to solve 
equations.  On completion of Geometry, the student will be recommended to enroll in 
Algebra II or Math Models of Application. 
 
Algebra II 
Grade Placement: 10 or 11 
Prerequisite: completion of Alg. 1 and Geometry
 Cre
dit: 1 
Suggested for those students who are college bound.  It includes an expansion of the 
concepts learned in Algebra I and Geometry, plus arithmetic and geometric sequences 
and series, radicals, irrational numbers and logarithms 
 
Math Models of Application 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Prerequisite: completion of Alg. I and Geom.
 Cre
dit: 1 
Suggested for those students who feel a need for a practical mathematics course with an 
emphasis on everyday consumer problems. 
Pre-Calculus 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Prerequisite: completion of Alg. II
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course is a study of trigonometry, analysis, logic concepts in mathematical induction 
and some calculus concepts.  Upon completion students are recommended to take AP-
Calculus. 
 
AP Calculus AB 
Grade Placement: 12 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus
 Cre
dit: 1 
The study of Calculus is designed to prepare the student for modern courses in higher 
math.  Topics covered include functions and their graphs, with special emphasis on 
polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, circular, and trigonometric functions, as 
well as applications of vector theory, complex number sequences, series, and second 
degree relations.  The course demands a strong algebra background and requires more 
preparation time than a normal class. 
 

SCIENCE 
 
Students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical-thinking and scientific problem 
solving.   
 
Biology  
Grade Placement: 9 



Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
Biology I is the study of the structure, growth, and function of the life systems.  This study 
will encompass basic ecology, biochemistry, cytology, genetics, and a survey of the six 
kingdoms of life. 
 
Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) 
Grade Placement: 10 - 12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course integrates the disciplines of physics and chemistry in the following topics: 
motion, waves, energy, transformations, properties of matter, changes in matter, and 
solution chemistry. 
 
Pre AP IPC 
Grade Placement: 10 - 12  
Prerequisite: Algebra I
 Cre
dit: 1   
Designed for the students interested in pursuing a strong background in the sciences.  
This course integrates the disciplines of physics, chemistry and biochemistry.  The 
students will conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem 
solving.  These students will be prepared to take AP Chemistry. 
 
Chemistry 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Recommended Prerequisite: IPC, Algebra II or concurrent enrollment
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course is designed to inform students how chemistry is an integral part of their lives.  
Topics to be studied will include the following:  characteristics of matter; energy 
transformations during physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of 
elements; behavior of gases; bonding; nuclear fission and fusion; oxidation reduction 
reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids and bases; and 
chemical reactions. 
 
AP Chemistry 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Prerequisite: IPC, Alg II or concurrent enrollment
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually 
taken during the first college year.  The students will be required to have the laboratory 
experience of this same college level.  The lecture requirement will emphasize chemical 
calculations and the mathematical formulation of the principles of chemistry.  The 
students will be involved in independent studies of this subject both in the laboratory and 
the lecture components. 
 
Pre-AP Physics  
Grade Placement: 12, full year course 
Prerequisite: Pre-Cal or concurrent enrollment
 Cre
dit: 1 



Pre-AP Physics is a college preparation course.  This is a very rigorous, problem-solving 
course covering: mechanics, electricity and magnetism, thermodynamics, wave theory, 
optics, acoustics, and nuclear physics. 
 
 
Pre-AP Anatomy and Physiology of Human Systems 
Grade Placement: 11-12  
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry
 Cre
dit: 1 
Topics will be presented through an integration of biology, chemistry and physics.  
Students in A&P study the structures and functions of the human body and body systems 
and will investigate the body’s responses to forces, maintenance of homeostasis, 
electrical interactions, transport systems, and energy processes.  This course includes at 
least 40% laboratory investigation and fieldwork using appropriate scientific inquiry. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
World Geography 
Grade Placement: 9 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course is a global geographic study of the earth’s key culture regions.  Emphasis is 
on human or cultural geography.  Students will study common characteristics of each 
cultural region including historical, climate, topography, economic development and 
cultural influences.  
 
World History 
Grade Placement: 10 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
This course covers the study of history from the beginning of recorded time, when people 
lived in total isolation, to modern times, when people live in an era of global 
interdependence.  Students will learn that by studying the past, they gain insights on the 
present.  They will also see parallel cultural developments throughout Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Middle East, and Latin America.  Students will realize the important relationship 
between geography and the course of human events and will appreciate modern times 
because they have learned to value past experiences. 
 
U.S. History 
Grade Placement: 11 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
The course concentrates on American History from 1861 to present, with a brief overview 
of the Colonial Period.  The instructional goals will include: economics, business, social 
cultures, government, geography and religion.  Students will gain insight on American 
influence upon foreign governments and world affairs.  Students will be given situations 
and asked how they would resolve these situations.  Students will examine the 
preservation of natural resources; population movements and patterns; and past and 
present contributions of famous Americans that relate to the growth and development of 
the U.S. 



 
AP U.S. History 
Grade Placement: 11 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
This is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college 
course.  It is a survey of American history for the age of exploration and discovery to the 
present.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable 
time to homework and study are necessary to succeed.  Emphasis is placed on critical 
and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents and 
historiography. 
 
U.S. Government 
Grade Placement: 12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: ½ 
This focus of this course is on the principles and beliefs upon which the U.S. was 
founded and on the structure, functions, and powers of government at the national, state 
and local level 
 
Economics-Free Enterprise 
Grade Placement: 12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: ½ 
This course teaches the importance of economics, what economics is and is not, and 
general economic development and growth of the United States, with emphasis on 
supply-demand and the Free Enterprise System 
 



OTHER LANGUAGES 
 
Spanish I 
Grade Placement: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1 
Students begin learning Spanish vocabulary and studying the countries where Spanish is 
spoken, with the emphasis on the geography and culture. 
 
Spanish II 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish I
 Cre
dit: 1 
Second-year students learn to communicate with more sophisticated grammar and 
vocabulary.  They study the culture of Spanish-speaking people more in-depth.   
 
Pre-AP Spanish III 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish II
 Cre
dit: 1 
The emphasis is on building fluency by discussing a wide range of topics in context, 
including the culture of the Spanish-speaking world and its literature. While this course 
will review grammar and vocabulary, emphasis will be on practical use of Spanish in 
conversation and literature by practicing Spanish in realistic situations. 
 

SPEECH 
 
Communication Applications 
Grade Placement: 9 -12 
Recommended Prerequisite:  None
 Cre
dit: ½ 
The study of communication processes and skills, speech preparation and presentation 
will be taught.  U.I.L. competition will be encouraged. 
 

FINE ARTS 
 
Marching Band 
Grade Placement: 9 - 12 
Prerequisite: Jr. High Band
 Cre
dit: 1 
Open to all Olney Band students.  The band will perform at all OHS football games, plus 
U.I.L. marching contest, UIL concert band contest, and other major marching festivals in 
the area.  Band members will also participate in District and Region band and 
solo/ensemble contest. This class may count as one Fine Arts, PE, or Elective credit. 
 
Theater Arts I  
Grade Placement: 10-12  
Prerequisite:  None
 Cre
dit: 1   



This course is an introduction to all areas of the theater.  The student will examine four 
basic areas of Perceptions, Performance, Analysis, and History.  Students will participate 
in classroom performances as well as learn the basics of terminology, acting, and 
technical skills.  Students will participate in pantomimes, mask making, solo performance, 
duet performances and end the year with a short one-act play.  Students will learn the 
basics of stage makeup, scenic construction and painting, and the design and direction 
process.  This class may count as one Fine Arts or Elective credit. 
 
Theatre Arts II 
Grade Placement: 11-12  
Prerequisite:  Theater Arts I
 Cre
dit: 1 
This is an advanced class in Theatre.  Students will examine four plays in depth through 
the semester, again focusing on the four basic areas.  Students will also develop further 
their acting skills in improvisational and other exercises.  Students in the advanced 
classes will be expected to choose an area of theatre to “specialize” in (e.g. Acting, 
directing, designing) and perform the majority of their class work in that area.  This class 
may count as one Fine Arts or Elective credit. 
 
Music History 
Grade Placement: 9-12 
Prerequisite:  None
 Cre
dit:  1   
In this course, the student relates music to history, to society, and to culture. The student 
is expected to listen to and classify music by style and/or by historical period and identify 
and describe the uses of music in society and culture. 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
 
One and one-half credits are required in physical education or equivalent courses.  P.E. 
Equivalency credit is given for athletics.  The athletic program provides opportunity for 
participation in competitive sports and for development of game skills. 
 
Physical Education 1A – Foundations of Personal Fitness 
Grade Placement: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1/2 
This course is required for students taking P.E.  It will cover:  Exercising (learning to 
exercise correctly and to enjoy it), Achieving physical fitness (meeting minimum criteria 
for health and fitness & learning to set realistic personal goals), and Self-testing (knowing 
how to assess your own exercise and fitness needs). 
 
Physical Education 1B – Lifetime Activities 
Grade Placement: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: 1/2 
One may take one or two semesters of this course.  The course may cover activities such 
as softball, soccer, basketball, volleyball, football, tennis, aerobics, archery, golf, and 
other activities. 



 
Athletics 
Grade Placement: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Coaches’ approval in a major athletic program
 Cre
dit: ½ - 1 
 

 Boys – (PE Equivalent) Football, basketball, track, tennis, golf, baseball, and power 
lifting 

 Girls – (PE Equivalent) Cross country, basketball, track, tennis, golf, softball, and 
power lifting 

 
Health Education 
Grade Placement: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: ½ 
This course is a study of all aspects of health – physical, emotional, mental, and social.  It 
includes instruction in personality development, causes and prevention of disease, first 
aid response, nutrition, tobacco, alcohol, drugs, and body systems. 
 

CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
 
AGRICULTURE COURSES 
 
Introduction to World Agricultural Science & Technology (Ag 101) 
Grade Placement: 9 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: ½ 
A basic course designed to provide an introduction to global agriculture.  The course 
includes instructional units in agricultural career development, leadership, 
communications, personal finance, and mechanized agriculture. 
 
Applied Agricultural Science and Technology (Ag 102) 
Grade Placement: 9 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: ½ 
A basic course designed to enhance the agricultural comprehension in agricultural 
science.  The course includes soils, plants, animals, agricultural construction, food 
science, supervised agricultural experience programs, and leadership. 
 
Introduction to Agricultural Mechanics (Ag 221)  
   
Grade Placement 10-12 
Prerequisite:  None
 Cre
dit:  ½ 
A course designed to introduce basic theory and specialized skills in agricultural 
mechanics.  Skills to be developed include tool identification and safe use, carpentry, 
electricity, plumbing, masonry, fencing, painting, metalworking, and welding processes. 
 
Agricultural Metal Fabrication Technology (Ag 322) 
Grade Placement: 10-12 



Prerequisite: Introduction to Agricultural Mechanics
 Cre
dit: ½  
   
A course designed to develop skills in metal equipment assembly and joining processes. 
   
 
Introduction to Horticulture Sciences (Ag 261) 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None
 Cre
dit: ½ 
A course designed as an introduction to horticultural sciences with emphasis on technical 
skills, entrepreneurship, and career opportunities. 
 
Landscape Design, Construction, and Maintenance (Ag 361) 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Horticulture Sciences 
 Cre
dit: ½  
  
A course designed to develop skills in the design, construction, and maintenance of 
planted areas and devices for the beautification of home grounds and other areas of 
human habitation and recreation. 
  
Animal Science (Ag 332)  
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  None
 Cre
dit: ½  
A course designed to develop knowledge and skills pertaining to the nutrition, 
reproduction, health, and management of domestic animals. 
 
Food Technology (Ag 241)   
    
Grade Placement:  10-12 
Prerequisite:  None Credit:  ½ 
A course concerned with world food production; the processing, preparing, and 
packaging of foods; government regulations regarding foods; exploring career 
opportunities; and leadership development. 
 
Career Preparation  
Grade Placement:  11-12 
Prerequisite:   Credit:  2-3 

An activity-based career development course which provides linkages between 
classroom experiences, community resources and experiences, and career choices to 
real world outcomes. Opportunities to develop and/or improve self-awareness in relation 
to career opportunities and options and the related education, training and lifelong 
learning and success in all adult roles will be provided through classroom activities and 
work experiences in the community. Opportunities to explore and experience a variety of 
career options within a specific career concentration while developing and/or refining 
employability skills will be provided to all participants.  

 

BUSINESS EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY APPLICATION 
 



Accounting I 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Prerequisite: BCIS I Credit: ½ - 1 
Introduces general accounting concepts, principles, and procedures; emphasizes the 
need for financial records; provides the fundamental equation and its application to 
accounting procedures, including the basic steps of the accounting cycle, special journals 
and ledgers, work sheets, adjusting and closing entries, special problems in the purchase 
and sale of merchandise, notes and interest, depreciation, accruals and prepaid items, 
payroll records, and personal income taxes. 
 
Business Computer Information Systems I 
Grade Placement: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Keyboarding, ½ credit or equivalent Credit: 1 
Develops technology skills with applications to personal or business situations focusing 
on word processing, spreadsheets, data bases, telecommunications, desktop publishing, 
presentation management, networking, operating systems, and emerging technologies; 
and develops intermediate-level skills.  Course can count for one credit of Technology 
Applications. 
 
Business Image Management and Multimedia 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  BCIS I Credit:  1 
This course allows students to demonstrate proficiency in the use of a variety of 
electronic input devices; integrate 3-D modeling, animation, and rendering software into 
multimedia products; import video into the digital format for integration into multimedia 
products. Course can count for one credit of Technology Applications. 
 
Digital Graphics/Animation 
Grade Placement:  9-12 Credit 1 
Prerequisite:  Demonstrated proficiency in computer applications 
Instruction is designed as an introduction to 3-D scenes and computer animation using 
standard software and will include storyboarding, animation software programs to select 
and connect task-appropriate peripherals such as a printer, CD-ROM, digital camera, 
scanner, or graphics tablet; and distinguish and use the different animation techniques of 
path and cell animation. 
 
Recordkeeping   
Grade Placement: 9-12  Credit: ½-1 
Recommended Prerequisite: None  
Develops understanding of and skill in maintaining accurate records; includes skills used 
in everyday business activities both for personal and professional use; provides an 
opportunity to develop skills related to personal financial management as well as 
budgeting, financial planning, cashier’s records, handling of money, and tasks common to 
simple office practices.  
 
Telecommunications and Networking  
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  BCIS I Credit: 1 
Provides a basic introduction to the development and impact of telecommunications, and 
the operational and technical aspects of network and telecommunications systems; 
explores the various types and uses of networks and on-line services; develops skills in 
accessing, navigating, and applying on-line services with appropriate supervision; and 
develops skills in creating, editing, and installing web pages with appropriate supervision. 
Course can count for one credit of Technology Applications. 
 
 



 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 
Personal and Family Development 
Grade Placement: 9 
Prerequisite: None 
 Cre
dit: 1 
This comprehensive laboratory course is designed to address a broad range of 
knowledge and skills related to personal development and management, promotion of 
strong families, and preparation for adult roles.  Content includes a focus on interpersonal 
skills; decision-making; promotion of family strengths and well-being; developing positive 
relationships with peers; child development and care; and clothing selection and 
maintenance.  Other studies address nutrition and dietary practices; food selection and 
preparation; budgeting and consumer-buying practices; and management of family 
housing needs.  Influences of societal and technological changes, career options, and the 
management of multiple family, community, and wage earner roles are included. 
 
Individual and Family Life 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 Credit: ½ 
This technical course is designed to focus on personal development, interpersonal 
relationships, effective individual and family functioning, and career preparation – all 
within a changing society.  The course addresses personal identity, responsibilities of 
living as an independent adult, relationship development outside the family, and factors 
related to marital success.  Special attention is focused on understanding the roles, 
responsibilities, and impact of the family on individuals and society; promoting and 
strengthening the family unit, and managing multiple family, community, and wage earner 
roles. 
 
Preparation for Parenting 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 Credit: ½ 
This technical laboratory course is designed to provide individuals opportunities to 
develop knowledge and skills in preparation to function effectively in the role of parent or 
caregiver.  Content stresses parental responsibilities; child guidance techniques; parents 
as positive role models; parents as their children’s first teacher; and parenting practices 
that promote a child’s development, health, safety, and well being.  Managing family 
crises, managing multiple roles of family members throughout the life cycle, and career 
preparation are additional topics. 
  
Nutrition and Food Science   
    
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 Credit: ½ 
This technical laboratory course concentrates on nutrition, food choices, and food 
management skills for individuals and the family throughout the life cycle.  Instruction 
addresses nutrition and food science from the perspective of food habits and wellness; 
menu planning; special dietary needs; food costs and budgeting; consumer food-buying 
strategies; food safety and sanitation procedures; food labels; technology implications; 
and food handling, storage, and preparation practices.  Meal etiquette; career options; 
and techniques for managing multiple family, community, and wage-earner roles are part 
of the content. 



 
Food Science and Technology 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Nutrition and Food Science: 
 Credit: ½ 
This technical laboratory course provides foundational training in the area of food science 
and technology.  Content addresses food science principles; nutrition and wellness; food 
technology; world food supply; managing multiple family, community, and wage-earner 
roles; and career options in nutrition, food science, and food technology. 
 
Apparel/Textile 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 Credit:  ½  
This course is designed to provide students with information on the textile and apparel 
industries, textile design and production, apparel design practices and influences, and 
career preparation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Apparel Design 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
 Credit:  ½ 
This technical laboratory course is designed to teach students about the textile and 
apparel industries and how they encompass the production, marketing, and consumption 
of textile and apparel products. It includes information on wardrobe repair, alteration, 
planning, care and maintenance, managing the apparel dollar, and career preparation. 
 
Interior Design 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None Credit:  ½ 
This technical laboratory course focuses on the design of residential and nonresidential 
interior environments to achieve occupant well-being and productivity. Content addresses 
design practices and influences, lighting, materials, furnishings, legal considerations, and 
the impact of technology on interiors. Budgeting, consumer decision-making, safety, the 
care and maintenance of interiors, career preparation, and the management of multiple 
adult roles are emphasized. 
 
Housing 
Grade Placement: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None Credit:  ½ 
This technical laboratory course focuses on the management of family housing needs, 
housing and the environment, and career preparation. Content includes types of housing, 
legal and financial aspects of housing, home safety and maintenance, space utilization, 
factors affecting housing choices, technology applications, and basic housing 
construction features. Other topics are interior and exterior environmental issues; impact 
of housing decisions on managing multiple family, community, and career roles; career 
options; and housing trends for the future. 
  
TRADE AND INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION 
 
Introduction to Construction Careers 
Grade Placement: 9 



Prerequisite: None Credit: 1 
A course designed to provide a basic understanding of career opportunities, training 
requirements, and minimal skills in seven construction-related careers – heating, 
ventilation, air-conditioning, and refrigeration (HVACR), bricklaying/stone masonry, 
carpentry, electrical trades, painting and decorating, plumbing/pipefitting, and 
industrial/heavy construction. 
 
Architectural Materials 
Grade Placement:  10-12 
Prerequisite:  None Credit:  1 
This laboratory course focuses on the various materials used in the construction industry.  
Materials identification, application, and installation techniques will be stressed. 
 
Building Trades I 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Intro. To Construction Careers Credit: 2 
Instruction is designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in 
construction-related careers – carpenter, bricklayer/stone mason, electrician, plumber, 
painter and decorator.   
 
Building Trades II 
Grade Placement: 12 
Prerequisite: Building Trades I Credit: 2 
Instruction is designed to enhance entry-level training and employment in one of the five 
construction-related areas.   

 



OTHER ELECTIVES 
 

Office Aide 
Library Aide 
Grade Placement: 12 
Prerequisite: Office approval, by application Credit: ½ - 1 
Students are needed to pick up records and do other office tasks.  They will be assigned 
to a specific period of the day and receive one-half credit per semester of service. 
Service Learning 
Grade Placement:  11-12 
Prerequisite:  By application Credit:  ½ - 1, 
graduation credit 
Test Prep 
Grade Placement: 11-12 
Prerequisite: None Credit: ½  
This course is designed for college-bound students wanting to improve their college 
entrance scores. 
 Yearbook 
Grade Placement:  11-12 
Prerequisite:  By application Credit:  ½ - 1, local 
credit 
Students design and develop the Olney High School yearbook. 

 


